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Keywords

Engelli bireylerin turizm ve rekreasyon faaliyetlerine katilimi, sosyal entegrasyonlari i¢in
kritik bir 6neme sahip olmasina ragmen, bu siirecteki farkindalik diizeylerinin elde ettikleri
tatmine etkisi literatiirde yeterince incelenmemigtir. Bu eksiklikten yola ¢ikarak,
aragtirmada rekreasyon farkindaliginin bos zaman tatmini {izerindeki etkilerinin
incelenmesi ve bu baglamda engelsiz turizme katilan bireyler {izerinde bir uygulama
gergeklestirilmesi amaglanmaktadir. Engelsiz turizm, engelli bireylerin topluma tam
katilimini saglamak ve herkesin esit turizm deneyimleri yasayabilmesini miimkiin kilmak
acisindan olduk¢a onemlidir. Bu kapsamda yiiriitiilen alan aragtirmasinda, Malatya ilinde
bulunan 18 yasindan biiyiik engelli bireyler evren olarak belirlenmis ve kolayda 6rnekleme
yontemiyle turizm faaliyetlerine katilan 400 engelli bireye ulasilmistir. Arastirma
verilerinin analizinde istatistiksel veri analizi programlart kullanilarak amaca uygun
analizler yapilmistir. Yapilan analizler sonucunda, rekreasyon farkindalig: ile bos zaman
tatmini arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli ve pozitif yonlii bir iligki tespit edilmistir. Ayrica
rekreasyon farkindaligimin bos zaman tatminini anlamli ve pozitif bir sekilde etkiledigi,
yliksek rekreasyon farkindaligina sahip engelli bireylerin bos zaman aktivitelerinden daha
fazla tatmin olduklar1 saptanmistir. Elde edilen bu sonucglar dogrultusunda, literatiire ve
sektorel uygulamalara yonelik gesitli ¢ikarimlar yapilmstir.
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Although the participation of individuals with disabilities in tourism and recreation
activities is critical to their social integration, the impact of their awareness levels on their
satisfaction in this process has not been sufficiently investigated. To address this gap in the
literature, this research aims to examine the effects of recreation awareness on leisure
satisfaction and subsequently conduct an empirical study of individuals participating in
accessible tourism. Accessible tourism is paramount for ensuring the full participation of
individuals with disabilities in society and enabling equitable tourism experiences for all.
In the field research conducted within this scope, individuals with disabilities aged 18 and
over in Malatya province comprised the target population, and 400 participants engaged in
tourism activities were recruited via convenience sampling. Statistical data analysis
programmes were utilised to perform analyses appropriate to the research purpose. The
findings revealed a statistically significant and positive relationship between recreation
awareness and leisure satisfaction. Furthermore, it was determined that recreation
awareness has a significant positive effect on leisure satisfaction; individuals with higher
recreation awareness exhibit greater satisfaction with their leisure activities. In light of
these results, various theoretical implications for the literature and practical
recommendations for the sector have been proposed.
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