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Turizm rotalar1, bir ana tema kapsaminda birbirinden farkli bir dizi ¢ekiciligi bir araya getiren ve
ziyaretgilerin bir yerden bagka bir yere seyahat etmesi nedeniyle bolgesel turizmi harekete gegiren bir
seyahat ¢esididir. Tiirkiye’de son zamanlarda turistlerin alternatif turizm rotalarina olan talepleri
oldukea artmigtir. Bu rotalarin baginda ise Tiirkiye’nin batisindan dogusuna dogru uzanan demiryolu
ckspres seferleri gelmektedir. Bu ekspres seferler, {ilkenin batisi ile dogusunu birbirine baglarken,
ayni zamanda turizm agisindan son derece ilgi ¢ekici dogal, kiiltiirel ve tarihi bolgelerden de
geemektedir. S6z konusu demiryolu rotalarmin 6nemli olanlarindan birini Kurtalan Ekspresi
olusturmaktadir. Sarkilara, filmlere konu olan Kurtalan Ekspresi, Tiirkiye’nin giineydogusu ile batisi
arasinda onemli bir ulagim aks1 olup, ayn1 zamanda Mardin, Hasankeyf, Diyarbakir, Tillo, Veysel
Karani gibi bir¢ok turizm bdlgesine ulagimi saglayan dnemli bir hattir. Calismanin temel amacini uzun
bir donemden beri bir ulagim rotas1 olan Kurtalan Ekspresi’nin turizme konu olabilecek sekilde
tekrardan degerlendirilmesi ve Giineydogu Anadolu Bdlgesi’nin geri kalmishigmni turizm yoluyla
ortadan kaldirmaya katki sunmasi olusturmaktadir. Calismada yontem olarak, oncelikle rota ve
demiryolu turizmi tizerine genel bir degerlendirme yapilmistir. Daha sonra Kurtalan Ekspresi ve
giizergdh lizerinde yer alan sahalar gezilmis, arazi etiitleri yapilmig ve gezi-gézlem metotlari
uygulanmustir. Arazi incelemeleri neticesinde yorede alternatif turizme uygun sahalar belirlenmistir.
Boylece glizergah boyunca yapilabilecek turizm tiirleri ve aktiviteleri tespit edilmistir. Calismada elde
edilen bulgulara gore Kurtalan Ekspresi giizergdhinda yer alan birgok sahanin turizm agisindan
oldukga ilgi ¢ekici zenginlikler barindirdigi ve dogru turizm politikalariyla bunlarin turizm merkezi
olabilecegi anlagilmustir.
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Tourism Routes are a type of travel that brings together a diverse array of attractions within a single
central theme and moves regional tourism to travel from one place to another. In recent years, the
demands of tourists to alternative tourism routes have increased considerably in Turkey. One of the
most popular of these routes is the railway express service lies from east to west of Turkey. These
express train services connect the western part of the country with the eastern part and also pass
through natural, cultural and historical regions which are very interesting in terms of tourism. One of
the most important railroad of these routes is the Kurtalan Express. The Kurtalan Express, which is
made as the subject of films and songs, is an important transportation link between the south and the
west of Turkey and is also an important route access many tourist areas such as Mardin, Hasankeyf,
Diyarbakir, Tillo and Veysel Karani. The main purpose of the study is to evaluate the Kurtalan
Express which has been a transportation route for a long time in a way that could be subject to tourism
and to contribute to the removal of the backwardness of the South-eastern Anatolia region through
tourism. As a method in the study, a general evaluation was made primarily on the route and railway
tourism. Then the Kurtalan Express and the sites on the route were visited, land surveys were
conducted and travel-observation methods were applied. As a result of field surveys, suitable areas
for alternative tourism were determined in the region. Thus, tourism types and activities that can be
done along the route have been determined. According to the findings obtained in the study, it is
understood that many of the areas on the Kurtalan Express route have very interesting attractions in
terms of tourism and that they can be tourism centre with the right tourism policies.
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