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Keywords

“Kurulus ve Kurtulusun Sehri” olarak nitelendirilen Bilecik, Marmara bdlgesinin
giineydogusunda yer almaktadir. Osmanli Beyligi’nin / Imparatorlugu’nun kurulus yeri olan
Bilecik, dogal giizellikleri ve kiiltiirel miraslari ile turizm pazarindan pay almaya ¢aligmaktadir.
Bu c¢alismanin amaci, Bilecik’in bir turizm destinasyonu olarak yerel paydaslar tarafindan nasil
degerlendirildiginin tespit edilmesidir. Bu amagla, nitel arastirmalarda veri toplama
yontemlerinden biri olan yar1 yapilandirilmig miilakat ile Bilecik’in yerel turizm paydaslari ile
goriisiilmistiir. 28 yerel paydas ile yiiz ylize miilakatlar gergeklestirilmis, elde edilen veriler
betimsel analize tabi tutulmustur. Caligma neticesine Bilecik’teki yerel turizm paydaslarin,
Bilecik’i bir turizm destinasyonu olarak gordiigii tespit edilmistir. Ancak Bilecik’in turizm
altyap1 ve listyapisinin gelistirilmesi gerektigini de diisiinmektedirler. Ayrica destinasyon tiirii
olarak da tarihi bir turizm destinasyonu degerlendirmesi cogunluktadir. Ozellikle Sogiit
Ilgesi’nin turizm icin &nem arz ettigi, Osmaneli Ilcesi’nde de turizmi gelistirmek icin
¢aligmalarin yogun oldugu ¢alisma sonuglar1 arasinda yer almaktadir.
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Bilecik, known as “The City of Foundation and Independence”, is located in the southeast of
the Marmara region. The city, where the Ottoman Principality was founded, which would be an
empire in the future, seeks to get a share from the tourism market with its natural beauties and
cultural heritage. The aim of this study is to determine how Bilecik is evaluated by local
stakeholders as a tourism destination. For this purpose, a semi-structured interview, which is
one of the data collection methods in qualitative research, was used to interview with the local
tourism stakeholders of Bilecik. 28 local stakeholders were interviewed face to face and the data
were analyzed descriptively. As a result of the study, the study concludes that the local tourism
stakeholders in Bilecik considered Bilecik as a tourism destination. However, they also think
that Bilecik's tourism infrastructure and superstructure should be developed. Furthermore, it is
a predominant perspective that a historical tourism destination can be utilized as a destination
type. The research findings illustrate that especially, the district of S6giit is of importance for
tourism and Osmaneli district works intensively to develop tourism.
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