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Bu calismanin amaci, Tiirkiye'deki akademisyenlerin kiiltiir turizmini g¢esitli metaforlar
kullanarak nasil kavramsallastirdiklarin1 agiklamak ve bu metaforlarin ardindaki bilissel
cergeveleri ortaya koymaktir. Arastirma nitel arastirma metodolojisi ¢ergevesinde
fenomenolojik desen kullanilarak gergeklestirilmistir. Veriler gesitli {iniversitelerde ¢aligan
akademisyenlerden ¢evrimigi olarak bir form araciligiyla toplanmis; gegerli kabul edilen 83
katilimeimin yanitlari igerik analizi ile degerlendirilmistir. Bulgular, kiltiir turizmiyle ilgili
55 metaforun alt1 kavramsal kategori altinda toplandigini ortaya koymaktadir. En 6ne gikan
kategoriler ise "Kimlik ve Anlam Arayisi Olarak Kiiltiir Turizmi" ve "Kesif ve Doniisiim
Stireci Olarak Kiiltiir Turizmi" olarak belirlenmistir. En yaygin metaforlar arasinda
"zaman/gecmis yolculugu", "ayna", "kitap/okuma" ve "koprii" yer almaktadir. Sonug olarak
akademisyenlerin kiiltiir turizmini yalnizca bir turizm tiirii olarak degil; bilgi, hafiza, kimlik,
anlam ve doniisiim iireten ¢ok katli bir olgu olarak kavramsallastirdiklari anlasilmaktadir.
Bu bulgu; kiiltiir turizminin ayni zamanda yorumlama, farkindalik ve kiiltiirel etkilesim
boyutlariyla da degerlendirilmesi gerektigine isaret etmektedir.
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The aim of this study is to explain how academics in Turkey conceptualize cultural tourism
using various metaphors and to reveal the cognitive frameworks underlying these
metaphors. The research was conducted using a phenomenological design within the
framework of qualitative research methodology. Data were collected online via a form from
academics working at various universities; the responses of 83 valid participants were
evaluated through content analysis. The findings reveal that 55 metaphors related to cultural
tourism were grouped under six conceptual categories. The most prominent categories were
identified as “Cultural Tourism as a Search for Identity and Meaning” and “Cultural
Tourism as a Process of Discovery and Transformation.” Among the most common
metaphors are “journey through time/the past,” “mirror,” “book/reading,” and “bridge.” In
conclusion, it is evident that scholars conceptualize cultural tourism not merely as a type of
tourism, but as a multifaceted phenomenon that generates knowledge, memory, identity,
meaning, and transformation. This finding indicates that cultural tourism must also be
evaluated in terms of its dimensions of interpretation, awareness, and cultural interaction.
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