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(The Role of Ancestor Seeds in Sustainable Local Agriculture: The Example of The Tohum
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Makale Ge¢misi 0Oz

Gonderim Tarihi: 14.06.2025 Bu ¢aligma, siirdiiriilebilir yerel tarim uygulamalarinda ata tohumunun roliinii, Bolu’nun
Mengen ilgesinde kurulan “Tohum Ambar1 Mengen” 6rnegi iizerinden incelemektedir. Ata
tohumu, hem biyolojik ¢esitliligin korunmasinda hem de yerel tarim topluluklarinin gida
egemenliginin desteklenmesinde stratejik bir unsur olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Tohum
Ambari Mengen, Tirkiye’de 67 ilden toplanan 600’ askin yerel tohum g¢esidinin
saklanmasi, ¢cogaltilmasi ve iicretsiz dagitimi yoluyla ata tohumlarmin dolagimini tegvik
Ata tohumu eden toplum temelli bir girisimdir. Arastirmada bu yapinin siirdiiriilebilir tarim, kiiltiirel
mirasin aktarimi ve iklim degisikligine uyum baglaminda sagladigi katkilar nitel veri
analiziyle degerlendirilmistir. Nitel arastirma ydntemlerinden fenomonoloji deseninin
Yerel tarim kullanildig1 ¢aligmada veriler yari yapilandirilmig goriisme teknigi ile toplanmistir. Elde
o e e e 1 edilen veriler agroekolojinin temel ilkeleri de dikkate alinarak tematik analiz yapilmistir.
Strdirilebilirlik Ata tohumlarinin yerel bilgi sistemleriyle birlikte korunmasinin, gida giivenligi ve tarimsal
Mengen dayaniklilik a¢isindan kritik oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Sonug olarak Tohum Ambari
Mengen Ornegi, yerel tohum ambarlarinin sadece tarimsal tliretim degil ayni zamanda

ekolojik okuryazarlik ve toplumsal katilim agisindan da 6nemli islevler istlendigini
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Ancestral seed is considered as a strategic element in both protecting biodiversity and
supporting the food sovereignty of local agricultural communities. Tohum Ambar1 Mengen
is a community-based initiative that promotes the circulation of ancestral seeds through the
storage, multiplication and free distribution of over 600 local seed varieties collected from
67 provinces in Tiirkiye. In this study, the contributions of this structure in the context of
sustainable agriculture, the transmission of cultural heritage and adaptation to climate
change were evaluated through qualitative data analysis. In the study, in which
phenomenology design, one of the qualitative research methods, was used, data were
collected through semi-structured interviews. The data obtained were analyzed thematically
by taking into account the basic principles of agroecology. It reveals that the preservation
of ancestral seeds together with local knowledge systems is critical for food security and
agricultural resilience. In conclusion, the Tohum Ambar1 Mengen example shows that local
seed warehouses assume important functions not only in terms of agricultural production
but also in terms of ecological literacy and social participation.
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