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Bu arastirmanin amaci, Amasya yerel halkinin ekoturizm algilarinin demografik
ozelliklerine gore anlamli farklilik gosterip gostermedigini belirlemektir. Amasya’da
yasayan 440 kisiye uygulanan anket formu sonucunda toplanan veriler Bagimsiz
Orneklemler T Testi ve Tek Yénlii Varyans Analizi (ANOVA) testi aracilig ile istatistiksel
olarak analiz edilmistir. Analizlerde ekoturizm algilarinin, Amasya’da yasayan yerel halkin
cinsiyet, medeni durum, yas, egitim durumu, memleket, turizm egitimi alma durumu,
meslek ve ikamet siiresine gore istatistiksel olarak farklilagsma durumlar degerlendirilmistir.
Buna gore ekoturizm algilarinin yalnizea turizm egitimi alma durumuna gore farklilik
gosterdigi, diger demografik 6zelliklere gore ise istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir farklilik
gostermedigi bulgularina ulasilmistir. Bununla birlikte turizm egitimi alanlar ve
almayanlarin ekoturizme yonelik algilarinda farklilasma goézlemlense de iki kesimin de
ekoturizme yonelik algilariin besli likert 6lgegine gére orta diizeyin {izerinde bir puan
olmasi dikkat ¢ekicidir. Turizm egitimi almayan katilimcilarin algilar1 ekoturizme yonelik
olarak daha olumlu diizeyde bulunmustur. Bu durumun, agirlikli olarak kitlesel turizme
yonelik hizmet sunan Tiirkiye agisindan turizm egitimlerinin ekoturizmin 6nemini
vurgulamakta yetersiz kalmasi, Amasya bdlgesinin ekoturizm odakli istihdam olanaklarinin
az olmasi, bolgenin turizm tanitim faaliyetlerinin ekoturizmden daha ¢ok kiiltiir turizmine
yonelik gergeklestiriliyor olmasi nedenlerinden kaynaklandigi diistiniilmektedir.
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The aim of this research is to determine whether the ecotourism perceptions of Amasya
local people differ significantly according to their demographic characteristics. The data
collected as a result of the questionnaire applied to 440 people living in Amasya were
statistically analyzed by means of the Independent Samples T-Test and the One-Way
Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) test. In the analyzes, the statistical differentiation of
ecotourism perceptions of the local people living in Amasya according to gender, marital
status, age, education level, hometown, tourism education status, occupation and duration
of residence were evaluated. Accordingly, it was found that ecotourism perceptions differed
only according to the status of receiving tourism education, but did not show a statistically
significant difference according to other demographic characteristics. However, although
there is a difference in the perceptions of ecotourism among those who receive tourism
education and those who do not, it is remarkable that the perceptions of both groups towards
ecotourism are above the medium level according to the five-point Likert scale. The
perceptions of the participants who did not receive tourism education were found to be
more positive towards ecotourism. It is thought that this is due to the fact that tourism
trainings are insufficient to emphasize the importance of ecotourism for Turkey, which
mainly provides services for mass tourism, the lack of ecotourism-oriented employment
opportunities in the Amasya region, and the fact that the tourism promotion activities of the
region are carried out more for cultural tourism than ecotourism.
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